Royal Navy bayonet belt frogs
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Whilst somdater patterns are common enough, early leather frogs issued in the

Senior Service present both a challengeliscoverand toidentify. Fortunately
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clues to be able to identifgatterns from the last half of the #9century.

Followingitsinitial issue four stylesof Sea Servickeather belt frogevolved
Ultimately designatedhe Mk. | throughto the Mk. IV, each wasan improvement
over the other but all remained in service untiieir natural life played out.

Firstissued tocarrycutlass swords adhe P1859 and P187Cutlass bayonets, the

; i later Marks were intended only favlartini
Henry sword bayonets, and finally the P1888
short sword bayonets

| Viewing the images below and lmling the
. references inBayonet Belt Frog¥which has
' repaid my modest investment in the book
many times over), iis easy to see the
progression of changes and improvements
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TR ESS  made to theoriginalNaval Leather Belt Frog.
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to a sliding waist belt frog is not cled.sliding frog
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further. The first official mention of adg appears in |
W.O. Circular 907 dated®®\pril 1865 which has a
Sea Service section relating to the RWthin the
listing isFrogs, sliding, for waist belts, brown Ieather

7 Y.d.each. No Mark was assigned as it was the only frog then on issue. It was
subsequent tahe introduction of the Mk. Il that it became the de facto MKThe
illustratedMKk. | has a cartouche impressed into the leather on the baakers
name BRYAN & Q0&M and a date. Unfortunately, it is so worn thi# hard to

be sure of the dateHowever, this is the same frdustratedin BayonetBelt
Frog®#57.Author AnthonyCarterdeciphered it as 1860.

Designed for carrying a cutlass, the Mias totally inadequate in
accommodating the bowl guard.



Designated-rog, leather, brown, sea servidke

Mk. Il was an attempat improvement ly merely
strengthenngthe belt loop not enlargngthe

whole frog UsingBayonetBelt FogS<againas
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described the Mk. Il frog stating that three rivets
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it was stitchedThe LoG@lso states that the MK.

frog be kept in service until used up and be

designaded as a cutlass frog.

No trace of maker or date on the Mk; however
there is a cleagovernment ownershigwD
surmounted by a broad arrow impressed in the
back of the loop

The MKk. Il frog in useith a P1888 bayonet in the late 1890s.

Approved for service 16 June 1888 (LOC gy
5540), he Mk. lllwas yet anotheupgrade @
attempt. The use of stitchinigp the body i
of the two previous Marks was |
abandonedRivets were used throughout, i
as stitching deteriorated in salt
atmosphere Five rivets now secured the
loop with an additionathree rivets used
to hold each sidefahe body.The
example illustrated is impressed on the back of the body with makers name
BRYAN BRO&&Mand the date1889.

The MKk. INis the final in this series dfaval Accouements Belt Frog, For
improved strength the face and rear of the body dvedt loop were now
fabricated out of one piece of leathdRivets
were still the preferred means of securing
the body and belt loop, but the whole frog
was increased in ®zthe more easily to
accommodate the Martini Henry sword
bayonet scabbard.

The exanple illustrated is impressed on the
back of the body with the mak& nameC &
W ALMOND Cé&Mnd the datel897.




This post card image shows matelots exercising latfigLeeEnfieldrifles and
P1888 bayonetsThe frogs are th#lk. I\V.
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A Royal Navghilosophy of the times appears to be "kept in service until used
up". Thus it's not surprising to note different patterns of frogs overlapping in use.

A second pattern Ross bayonet

The P1901 Naval Accoetnents wih B modifed scaboard
Belt Frog had a good lifespan. [ terments Bt
Originally intended for a cutlass

or P18® bayonet, their
usefulnessvas extended to the

Ross and P1907 bayonet

TheRoss bayonetxampleto
the leftcame from a vendor in

Scotland. A P1907 bayonet
for the SMLE with a P1901

Naval Accoutrements Belt Frog




1940 *a Rating
presents arms. Ross
MK 11l rifle, MK.11
bayonet, scabbard and
P1901 frog.

The British Homé&leet was based at Scapa Flow in Scotland
during the Great War anés the RN were issued with Ross
rifles, it would seem reasonable tooncludethat this bayonet
and frog have always been together.

Thefrog with the Ross bayonet was manufacturedHspbun,
Gale & Ross Ltdndis dated 1904The frog with the SMLE
bayonet was madey T. Thompson &
Son and isdated 1917Only onefrogis
impressed with RN ownership mark .'N

The use of the ownership mark by the 3¢
Royal Navy was applied to all arms anj
equipment where practical.

Following
rapidly on
the heels of
the Pattern
1901belt
frog came
the Pattern
1903 Naval
MK. 1l and
MK. 111
Scabbard
with integral
belt frog.



